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Among the prominent persons who visited Sitanagaram we
should mention the name of Kotamraju Rama Rao, one of the out-
standing journalists who was the editor of "The National Herald"
of Lucknow. He was close to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. He praised
the work done by the staff of the Congress paper. He remarked that
they were doing every thing in a neat manner and performing their
duties efficiently in all aspects of work including type - setting, com-
posing, cleaning and distribution. It was functioning on democratic
lines. There was no difference between editor and composer.
Madduri Annapoornaiah, the Editor of the paper was charged
for sedition and sentenced to an imprisonment for 2 1/2 years for
publishing on 7.5.1929 a one-act play "Chichchula Pidugu" writ-
ten by Ramachandruni Venkatappa who was the Associate Editor
of the paper. As soon as Annapoornaiah was imprisoned he issued
the following statement:
"My arrest is not a surprise as it comes after the arrest of my
leader Bulusu Sambamurthy. As we observe the arrests of young
men that have been made throughout the country, it is evident that
the officers are bent upon brutally suppressing the Independence
movement. We look upon it as another attack made with evil mo-
tive on our "Congress Paper". We are not afraid of this. When two
editors were imprisoned during this year, we did not get discour-
aged. We continued to publish our paper. I am confident that even
after my imprisonment our flag will be kept flying and the people
will continue to extend their cooperation and support." Thus An-
napoornaiah wrote-
When a prominent leader Kala Venkat Rao, Secretary East
Godavari District Congress wanted to send a telegram condemning
the action of the government in arresting Annapoornaiah, the Tele-
graph office refused to accept the Telegram.
In the absence of Annapoornaiah, Krovvidi Lingaraju became
the Editor. When an article was published in "Congress" in March
1931, referring to the hanging of Sardar Bhagat Singh under the